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== T a Meeting of ſome Clergy, 
', ij who live in the Neighbour- 
hood of a Town in Berks, 
2 which they hold monthly, for 
the continual Information of one ano- 
ther in the State of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 
in theſe Kingdoms, your Speech was 
taken into Conſideration; and out of 
the great Affection, Reſpect and Grati- 
tude, which they owe to their late 
worthy Dioceſan, the preſent Biſhop of 
Durham, for that peculiar Gentleneſs, 
Candour, and Generoſity, which they 
felt the happy Influences of, during his 


Government over them, they could not 


but obſerve, and reſent the unbecoming 

Freedom and Forwardneſs with which 

you treat his Lordſhip in the ſaid Speech t 
RT arp army an 
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and therefore have appointed me to ad. 
viſe and admoniſh you upon that oc- 
cation, hoping you will receive ſuch 
their Admonition with the ſame Bio- 
therly Love and Charity in which they 
mean it. 


I am then, Sir, in the Name of my 
Fraternity, to wiſh you and your Bre- 
thren Joy of a new Dioceſan, who has 
deſerved as much of his King and 
Country, by a long Courſe of Services, 
for the Support of the civil and reli- 

tous Liberties of thele Nations, and 
has a Mind as finely formed for the right 
Exerciſe of Power and Authority over 
Chriſtians and Freemen, as perhaps any 
one of the Age in which we live ; But 
I am to wiſh too that you were as truly 
ſenſible of the Happineſs you may en- 
joy under his Government, as we were 
filled with Regret and Sorrow at being 
deprived of it. For the bold and poſi 
tive Aſſurances you give his Lordſhip 
of the preſent unexceptionable State 
of his Clergy and People, as to Princi- 
ple and Practice, which you ſay is ow- 
ing to his Predeceſſor's Vigilance; and 


the no leſs Diffdence you ſhew, leſt he 
ſhould, 
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ſhould, with too great Care and AtteHh- 
tion, enter into the important Buſineſs 
of his Charge, ſo as to diſturb, with 
Diſputes of any kind, the Eaſe, Indo- 
lence, and Orthodoxy, you boaſt you 
are now poſſeſoꝰd ot, diſcovers more 
of Concern and Diſcontent, than of Sa- 
tistaction and Joy, at the Character in 
which his Lordſhip arrived amongſt 
you. 


It is the uſual Tenour and Deſign of 
an Addreſs to a new Governor, to ſet 
forth a juſt Idea of his Character, and 
to raiſe affectionate and reſpectful Diſ- 


poſitions in the People over whom he 


is to preſide, by repreſenting to them 
the Felicities they may promiſe them- 
ſelves as the natural Reſult of thoſe 
Virtues which are moſt eminent in it ; 
and this would have been conſtrued ſo 
modeſt, prudent, and dutiful a Deſign 
in you towards your Dioceſan, as might 
have laid a reaſonable Foundation of 
perfect Amity and Correſpondence wit 

bm, and recommended you and your 
Brethren to all that Favour and Pa- 
tronage of a Spiritual Father, Guardian, 
and Proteftor, which you would defire. 


But 


| 
' 


But to entertain your Governour 4 
your firſt meeting him with a Detail 
of your own and your Brethrens Me. 


rits and Perfections, to lay before him 


his Predeceflor's Virtue as a Plan for 
his Direction, and to diſperſe before his 
Fate Inſmuations and Surmiſes amon 
his People conterning his future Ad. 
miniſtration, is ſuch a Method of con. 
ciliating Favour, as could have afford 
ed you no Hope of ſucceeding with any 


leſs gentle a Spirit than that which you 


ſeem to have preſumed my Lord of 

Diutrham's to be. ä TREE 
This is truly an odd kind of Charge 
upon you, that you ſhould act ſo pre- 
poſterous and contradictory a Part as 
to bid welcome, and inſult in the fame 
Breath ; inſult one in whom you pre- 
tend thus to hope {ſor all the Indul- 
gence of a ſpiritual Father, Patron, and 
Protector. But this, Sir, plainly ap- 
pears to be the View and Tendency of 
your Speech; and, left yon may take 
any Pretence to complain of Miſcor- 
ſtruction, I beſeech you to feview and 
reconſider it in the Order you publiſh 
if. The Beginning is gilded: over in- 
deed with ſome ſhew of Deferente and 
Reſpect, for you enter into his Lo 
ip's 
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ſhip's Preſence in the Form of Congra- 
tulation, and vouchſate to tell him and 
his People in a moſt obliging Air, that 
his Majeſty, with a Good GRrAcE, 
and great Fuſtice, beſtotus this Branch of 
ancient Regalia upon one, whoſe Services 
To HiMSELF have been ſo many and 
eminent, and who by Deſcent from noble 
Blood, and an Email of noble Qualities, 
is ſo well qualify'd to manage 15 Rigbis, 


aud ſupport the Dignity of ſo high a Sta- 


tion. Here, even under all this ſeeming 
Smoothneſs and Complaiſance, there 
lurks ſome Subtilty and Inſinuation, as 
if you would _ nare your Audience 
into a Notion, that his Majeſty's Inte- 
reſt is ſeparate from that of his Ped- 
ple's, and that his Lordſhip's Services to 
Tat KING HIMSELF are not like- 
wile Seryices to the Religion, Laws, 
Liberties, and. Welfare of his Country, 
which all Men (who have Clearneſs of 
Underſtanding and Integrity of Heart 
enough to ſee the Connection) know 
are inſeparable. Yet had you proceed- 
ed in this graciqus Strain, and laid on 
ſpecious Colours enough to cover the 
Rudeneſs of the whole Deſign from or- 
dinary Obſervation, it would have been 


overlook'd without the Severity of a Re- 
B : buke, 9 


101 
buke. But the Ceremonial is no ſoon- 
er over, but you put on a more aſſu- 
ming Tone; and whatever Qualifica. 
tion you are pleaſed to compliment his 
Lordinip with for his high Station, 
you leem to be very loth to truſt him 
with any manner of occaſion for uſing 
che Power, or managing the Rights, or 
ſupportitg the Dignity of it. For bi; 
Lordſhip, truly, needs to give himſelf 
no Thought or Care about his Dioceſe, 
ſince you can paſs your Word (tor the 
Word of a Gentleman is not to be 
queſtioned) that all Things are in ſuch 
good Order and Regularity as to pre- 
vent his Pains. You can even be bold 
to aſſure his Lordſhip, that the ſtead 
Vigilance of his two immediate Prede- 
ceſſors has ſcarcely left in his See an 
Defe&ts to ſupply, any Tares of Hereſy and 
falſe Doctrine to root out, any Abuſes d:- 
ſerving Epiſcopal Correction: For what 
Errors or Imperfections can his Lord- 
{ſhip ever think to viſit and correct, now 
he is come to preſide over a Lait) wel 
 affefled to our excellent Church and hi 
Epiſcopal Character, over a Clergy fre- 
ciſely Orthodox, and ſirifly conformadl: 
to our Canons, Articles and Kubricks, and 
ever a Chapter who have been ſuch I 
| 0 10 


11) 
act Obſervers of their collegiate Laws 
and Statutes, as to have lived in con- 
ſtant Friendſhip and good Underſtand- 
ing with their late Dioceſans? You 
are ſo Kind as to permit his Lordſhip 
to make his Adminiſtration very eaſy 
to himſelf, if he pleaſes to fit down 
ſatisfied with this your Afſurance, that 
he has nothing elfe to do but to leave 
Things in the Pofture he finds them, 
in order to meet with the ſame Returns 
of Affection and Reſpect from your Body, 
ana from all Ranks of Men, as his Pre- 
deceſſor did before him. And leſt his 
Lordſhip ſhould in his Station venture 
to examine into the Truth of theſe 
Aſſertions, and attempt to ſupply and 
reform any Errors, Defects, or Abuſes, 
which may poſhbly have eſcaped the 
Vigilance and Pen:trati:n of his Pre- 
deceflors, you are even fo good 
as to hint, that he muſt be very cau- 
tious and tender in Enquiries, leſt he 
may find Cauſe to interrupt that per- 
fel Amity and profound Tranquility 
in which you eat, drank, and flept, 


with former Dioceſans; and fo raiſe 


Struggles, Diſcontents, and Clamours, 
againſt too buly and adtive an Execu- 
B 2 tion 
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12 
tion of his Charge: For a bare Con- 
tinuance of the Happineſs of the late 
Reigns is it ſeems all you would hope 
for, which yet you cannot Promiſe your 
ſelves from his Lordſhip's Adminiſira- 
tion, uniels a double Portion of that 
Spirit with which your ever-honoured 
Fatron Lord Crewe was bleſſed, veſis 
nw upon his Lordſhip, and inſpires 
him with the fame Wiſdom and Gen- 
tleneſs with which he govern'd and 
made all about him happy. 


Thus, Sir, it has been the manner 
of artful Orators to inſinuate Inſtruc- 
tions to great Men whoſe Capacities 
they would ſuggeſt to be unequal to 
their Stations, by laying proper Exam- 
ples in their View ; but how wile and 
judicious a Choice of a Pattern you 
have here made for your Dioceſan 
would be an invidious Obſervation; 
and therefore I ſhall not preſume to 
conjecture the Uſe my Lord of Dur- 
ham is to make of the Informations 
and Directions you lay before him in 
your Panegyrick on Lord OGeme: But 
may oblerve to you, Sir, that an 
Inſenfibility of Errors and Defects does 


not 
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not paſs with us as an Evidence that 
you are more infallible' and faultleſs 
than your Brethren in other Parts of the 
Kingdom; and I may even venture to 
aſſure you, that it is no where allow- 
ed an Inſtance either of your Modeſty, 
or your boaſted Affection to the Epiſco- 
pal Character, that you dared fo far to 
invert the Buſineſs of your meeting 
your Dioceſan, as to grve him a Charge 
with as much Freedom as you ought 
with Submiſſion to have received one 
from him. 


You might have talk'd of your late 
Biſnop in all the Flights of Ortho- 
doxy, as a Raiſer of Doctrinet, a De- 
firoyer of Herefies, a Reformer of Abu- 
ee; and repreſented him wile, vigi- 
ant, learned, as you pleaſed, even in 
in Aſſembly that knew him, and were 
perfectly acquainted with the whole 
Extent of his great Abilities; and all 
this might in Tenderneſs and good 
Nature, which is due to the Dead, 
have paſſed as the fond and over- 
weaning Conceits of a grateful Speech- 
maker in Behalf 'of his indulgent Be- 
nefactor. But for you not only to 

| 0 take 
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take the immoderate Liberty with 
the harmleſs Character of good Lord 
Crewe, of charging him with making 
a Noiſe in the World about Doctrine, 
and Hereſies which he newer dreamt of, 
but alſo to ſet him up in this ludi— 
crous Light as a Standard of a wiſe 
and vigilant Adminiſtration; is ſuch 
vain Inſolence towards your preſent 
Governour, as welt as ſuch plain and 
grols Mockery of your late Patron, 
as juſtly deſerves the Reprehenſion 
am appointed by my Fraternity to 
give you. And this 1 ſhould now do 
with the charitable Intent of bringing 
you to a right Senſe of the great Im- 
propriety and Immodeſty of this your | 
Conduct, but that ſuch and fo remark- 
able is my Lord of Durham's Get- 
tleneſs of Temper, as to feel more 
Pain in correcting, than in bearing with 
the Weakneſſes, Indiſcretions, and Fol- 
lies of his Brethren; and therefore it 
may be diſpleaſing to him for me to be 
ſevere upon an Offence which he may 
have already pitied and pardoned. 


But now, Sir, ſince this ts your way 
of treating your Superiours, it is in 
vail 
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yain for your Equals to expect you 
ſhould carry it with more Humility 
and Condeſcenſion towards them, 
otherwiſe I would proceed to examine 
with how good a Grace, or great Juſtice, 
you put up your ſelf and Brethren of 
Durham by way of Emulation for 
Orthodoxy, and challenge, as twere, 
the Precedency to your ſelves before 
all the other Clergy of England, as 
if you could plead a greater Exem 
tion from Defects, Hereſiet, and Abuſes, 
deſerving Epiſcopal Correction, than any 
other Dioceſe in the Kingdom. For it 
ſeems Lord Cee is not only a pro- 
per Example of Wiſdom, Vigilance, and 
Learning, to the Pench of Biſhops, 
but your Chapter, your Clergy, your 
Laity, are alſo worthy Objects of 
Imitation to all other Orders and 
Degrees of Chriſtians. Yet, Sir, what- 
ever Opinion you may have of your 
ſelves, I know no Reaſon why my 
Brethren of the Dioceſe of Sarum may 
not Jay claim to as much Purity of 
Doctrine, Integrity of Life, and Con- 
tormity of Dilcipline and Practice, to 
the Rules of the Goſpel, as their 
Fellow-Chriſtians of the County-Pala- 
| tine 
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tine of Durham pretend to, though 
they proclaim not their Privileges and 
Perfections to the World, but are ſo 
humble as to own all the Errors and 
Defects they are liable to as frail 
and fallible Men: For we may ven— 
ture to aſſure you, that we have 25 
juſt Cauſe for Acknowledgment to the 
Care and Abilities of our preſent 
worthy Dioceſan, and the two truly 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Prelates he 


ſucceeds, as you can have to my Lord 


of Durham's immediate Predeceſſors, 
whoſe ſieady Vigilance you ſo much 
triumph in. 


But when we contend for Orthodoxy 
with you, we will confeſs, that we go not 
ſo abſolutely and implicitly to Canons, 
Articles and Rubricks (which we regard 
as humane Compolitions) for the Mes- 


ſures of it, as to forget or overlook the 


Bible, (to which alone we allow any 
divine Authority) but even would ven- 


ture to reject and diiregard, as falſe 


and erroneous, any thing in thoſe which 


thould appear not to ſquare exactly 


with this. And therefore, Sir, if you 
mean by your Speech to make the 
Laity Affection to, and blind Adora- 


tion 


$2 
tion of the mere Name, Dignity, and 
Authority of our Order, the only 
Standard of Orthodoxy to them, and 
to place oy whole Religion of the 


Clergy in a bare Conformity to Canons, 
Articles, and Rubricks ; or infiſt that all 
Chriſtians in general (to whom you 
will allow the Character of Orthodox) 
are to give up the uſe of the Scrip- 
ture; or, which is all one, to give 
up the uſe of their Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding to judge of it, I have no 
Commiſſion from the Fraternity (whoſe 
Mouth 1 now am) to diſpute the 
Precedency with you and your Bre- 
thren, For we have no Evidence that 
the Compilers of the Canons, Articles; 
and Rubricks, were authorized by any 
peculiar Illumination to ſettle and de- 
termine Truth for us and our Poſterity, 
ſo as to exclude us from the Right, 
or excuſe us from the Obligation of 
comparing them with the Scriptures, 
and of regarding them in proportion 


| to their Agreement therewith : And 


as we take upon us for our part only 
to teach and remind our Lay-Bre- 
thren, but not to anſwer for their Per- 
formance of the divine Will, we al- 
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low them the ſame Right to judge of 
as well as to read the Scriptures, 
which we claim. for our ſelves ; be- 
cauſe every Man (Laity, as well as 
Clergy) muſt, according to St. Pan, be 
fully perſuaded in his own Mind, and 
give an Account of himſelf to God, 


Nay, we are {o impartial as to own 
we have the ſame Frailties and Paſfions 
with themſelves, and even ſcorn to diſ 
ſemble the Cafe, that were we to go- 
vern their Conſciences for them, and 
to ſubſtitute the Intereſt and Ambition 
of our Order for a Church and Wor- 
ſhip amongſt them, we ſhould ſoon 
drive all right Reaſon and Religion out 
of the World, and leave them hardly 
the Apparition of it: We might make 
them believe the Will of God is belt 
obeyed when it is leaſt underſtood; 
take from them the plain Doctrines and 
Precepts of the Goſpel, and give them 
a Rhapſody: of Myſteries contained in 
a Jargon of unintelligible Phraſes, over- 
caſt with dark Diſtinctions, and more 
unintelligible Explanations, in the room 
thereof; we might declare Charity to- 
wards thoſe, who ſhould attempt to 


eſcape out of the Clouds we raile, he 
( 
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be the Cardinal Hereſy of Chriſtianity ; 
preach our own Paſſions, Hates, and 
Relentments, for the moſt orthodox 
Doctrines ; turn religious Diſputes in- 
to civil Factions, and overturn the 
State for the Support of the Church ; 
nay, and brand thoſe with the moſt fla- 
grant Hereſy and Impiety who ſee not 
a plain Protection and Authority in the 
Sacredneſs of our Character, for our 
knocking in the Head 'whomſoever we 
| pleaſe with Impunity. Even Crowns 
and Sceptres would be frail Defences 
to the Wearers of them againſt our 
Diſpleaſure; and however we may 
ſometimes pretend in our Articles to 
pronounce them Gods upon Earth, and 
to authorize them with deſpotick 
Sway to rule all Eſtates and Degrees of 
Men, yet we might, upon Occaſion, 
claim a Right in our Actions to ſuſ- 
pend the Force of our Doctrines, and 
ew that we mean to give Princes the 
Rule over others, only whilſt they them- 
ſelves will be ruled by us. 


Theſe are Powers and Privileges 
which we here never perceived to be 
inherent in our Order, with whatever 


WY ſuch 
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ſuch powerful Impulſes and 'Authori. 
ties you may feel your ſelves inſpired 
at Durham, 


If this be not the State of things 
amongſt you, why, dear Sir, with all 
this Orthodoxy, have you no * 

0 


to boaſt of? How came you to be 


very much taken up in paying Reſpect 
and Duty to your ſpiritual, as altogether 
to forget your civil Superiour? What! 
are the Heads and Hearts of your 
Clergy ſo full of Obligations to Ca- 
nons, Articles, and Rubricks, ſo abſo- 
lutely devoted to the Care of Rites, 
Ceremanies, and Revenues of the 
Church, as quite to exclude all Du- 
ties and Regards towards the State ? 
Or has your Laity ſo entirely diſpoſed 
of their Love, Affection, and Reſpeq 
to the Clergy, as to have none at all 
left for the King and Royal Family ? 
Since you cannot paſs your Word, or 
give any Aſſurance on this Head, we 
may preſume you will permit his Lord- 
ſhip to execute the civil part of his 
Charge at his own Diſcretion : And 
know, Sir, you cannot dreſs the Biſhop 


in any Pomp of ſpiritual Pageantry 


which 
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which may make his Lordſhip ever 
overlook the Duty and Office = the 
Magiſtrate. Though 1 ſhould flatter, 


revere, and deify the Epiſcopal Character, 
or ever ſo plendial, play off the 


Baits and Allurements of holy Pride 
and Ambition in complimenting it even 


with the immediate Powers and Pre- 
rogatives of Heaven; yet be aſſured, 
Sir, the preſent worthy and generous 
Poſſeſſor of your antient Regalia will 
ever ſcorn ſo to exalt himſelf, as to 
forget he-is, in every Senſe, a Subject; 

and bound in a ſpiritual, as well as ci- 
vil Capacity, by Honour, by Duty, 
by Gratitude, to employ all his Power 
tor the Intereſt of his Royal Patron who 
beſtowed it, and the Welfare of his 
fellow - Subjects for whoſe Good he 
holds it; and that too, as the moſt 
true and effectual way of performing 
the Will of his Maſter in Heaven. 


As his Lordſhip is in his Talents and 
his Temper perfectly formed for Ju- 
tiſdiction over Chriſtians, Scholars and 
Gentlemen, you will find in him as 
great Virtue, Humanity and Candour 
is ever his Station was filled with. 

Rigour 


* 
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Rigout and Severity was never any part 
of his Lordſhip's Character, fo that he 
will be glad to find your Deſerts as great 
as you' would have them thought, in 
regard he is as loth to inflict, as you 
are to ſuffer Corrections of any kind; 
and you at leaſt can want no Evi 
dence of this his peculiar Mildneſs, 
ſince the + Arrogance of this Addreſ; 
has eſcaped his Cenſure. But beware, 
Sir, that you miſinterpret not his 
Goodneſs for Indolence ; for however 
unmoved he may be at private In- 
ſults, yet his Spirit and Reſolution is 
ever foremoſt in aſſerting the Cauſe 
of Religion and Loyalty, and in bear- 
ing about upon any Aſſailants of the 
publick Welfare and Safety, mangre 
all the Fury of Faction in which the 
Overflowings of wild and wanton Teal 
can ever involve the World, 


Ina word, Sir, you may (with as great 
Confidence as you give- his Lordſhip 
a Teſtimony in- Behalf of your ſelves) 
venture to aſſure your Clergy and 
Laity; that they will find in their Dio- 
ceſan a faithful Steward, a tender Fa- 
ther, and an indulgent” Patron with 
reſpect to the Church; as this oy 

racer 
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rater is conſiſtent with that of a ge- 
nerous Patriot and dutiful Subject to- 
wards his King and Country. 


And as for myſelf and Brethren, 
that we may not provoke you to any 
Quarrel and Diſpute with us, be it 
our only Office to inſtruct and reform 
the Sinner, to bring plain Senſe and 
right Reaſon, as well as common Ho- 
neſty and chriſtian Morality, into Eſteem 
and Faſhion amongſt Men; to lead 
our Brethren to a juſt Apprehenſion 
of their ſeveral Duties to God, to 
their King, and to one another; 
to convince them that our Church 
may be truly chriſtian, tho' it ſhould 
be no Sanctuary for Traytors of any 
kind; and to perſuade them that 
teazing, worrying, and ruining one 
another here, is by no means neceſ- 
ſary to their Salvation hereafter; and 
we ſhall be content with that Regard 
and Good-will from our Fellow-Chrif- 
tians which may be the natural Re- 
ſult of ſuch our Works and Labour of 
Love towards them. And let who will 
take all the Glory, Power and Authori- 
ty, they can attain to by a ſuperiour Zeal 
tor the Forms, Shadows, and Appea- 
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rances of Reli . 27 $0 on as the 
reachers of the -Goſpel, 
to diſturb Families; ſubvert Kingdom 
and controul the W orld, without the 
Envy of 
= Tour Humble Servant 
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The Berkſhire Curate. 
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